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Lutheran Church

Nineteenth Sunday of Pentecost
October 4, 2026

FIRST READING - ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12

Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their toil.
For if they fall, one will lift up the other, but woe to one who is alone and
falls and does not have another to help. Again, if two lie together, they
keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though one might

prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not

guickly broken.

SECOND READING - Psalm 19:7-14

The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;

the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.



The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;

the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,

sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened,

and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can detect one’s own offenses?

Cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me;

then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

GOSPEL - MATTHEW 13:1-9

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,

while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many



things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up.
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when
the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. If you have ears, hear!”



