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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2026 

 

 

FIRST READING - GENESIS 32:9-12, 22-31  

 

Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O 

Lord who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your kindred, and I 

will do you good,’ I am not worthy of the least of all the steadfast love 

and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with 

only my staff I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two 

companies. Deliver me, please, from the hand of my brother, from the 

hand of Esau, for I am afraid of him; he may come and kill us all, the 

mothers with the children. Yet you have said, ‘I will surely do you good 

and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 

counted because of their number.’ ” 

 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 

eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and 

sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob 

was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the 

man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 

socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 

Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will 
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not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your 

name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans 

and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” 

But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed 

him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face 

to face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed 

Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

 

 

SECOND READING - ROMANS 8:6-11  

 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 

life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 

to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, and those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him. But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of 

sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit 

that dwells in you. 

 

 

GOSPEL - Matthew 8:1-13  

When Jesus had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed 

him, and there was a man with a skin disease who came to him and 
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knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me 

clean.” He stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing. 

Be made clean!” Immediately his skin disease was cleansed. Then Jesus 

said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself 

to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony 

to them.” 

 

When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him 

and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible 

distress.” And he said to him, “I will come and cure him.” The centurion 

answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but 

only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man 

under authority, with soldiers under me, and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he 

goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ 

and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said 

to those who followed him, “Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel have I 

found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and will 

take their places at the banquet with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in 

the kingdom of heaven, while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown 

into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.” And Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; let it be done for you 

according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour. 

 
 

 


